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The Lincoln City
area has some of
the best hiking trails
on the Oregon
Coast, from difficult
to easy, but all with
great views and 
surroundings. In
addition to simply
hiking our 7.5 miles
of public beach,
these other trails
are well worth the
experience.

Cascade Head
This is the headland which pro-

trudes into the ocean on the north
side of Lincoln City. It is located
about four miles north near the
mouth of the Salmon River. You
can reach the trailheads by driv-
ing north on Highway 101 in the
direction of Neskowin. After you
cross the Salmon River and begin
climbing into the forest area, you
will see a sign announcing the
beginning of the Siuslaw National
Forest. Almost exactly one mile
after the sign is the crest of the
hill. Directly to the left at the crest
you will see a small green street
sign which says Cascade Head
Road, also known as Forest
Service Road 1861. Traveling
that road will bring you to the
trailheads.

Cascade Head is a Nature
Conservancy property and occa-
sionally closed to humans for the
protection of other species. For
that reason, it is best to call
ahead to the Hebo Ranger Station
to be certain the trails are open.
(503-392-3161)

A. The Nature Conservancy
Trail: This trail is two miles long
and covers both the north and
the south sides of the head-
lands. The view of the Salmon
River and at the top is spectacu-
lar. But the terrain is difficult,
with one drop of nearly 800 feet.

B. The Cascade Head Trail:
This trail can be accessed not
only from Forest Service Road
1861 but also from the south by
turning west onto Three Rocks
Road from Highway 101, just 3
miles north of Lincoln City. The
hike is difficult but offers many
of the same stunning features as
the Nature Conservancy Trail.
C. Hart’s Cove Trail:
Approximately three miles long,
this trail drops 600 feet in eleva-
tion and may therefore be inap-
propriate for novice or casual
hikers. It also crosses Cliff and
Chitwood Creeks where muddy
areas may be encountered. It
meets with the other two trails
near the top of the headlands
and overlooks Hart’s Cove.

North Lincoln
Hospital Optimist
Trail

Do you crave an easy walk
with a compelling view of
water?  This is it. The trail,
accessed from the northwest
side of the public parking lot at
Samaritan North Lincoln
Hospital, is only 1/3 of a mile
long on gravel. The view of
680-acre Devils Lake is well
worth the walk. The trail is open
for use at all times.

Friends of the
Wildwoods Trail

A moderately difficult one-mile
trail over a natural surface
through woodlands and
streams, this one is a favorite of
local residents. It is up hill and
can be muddy. Access it from
West Devils Lake Road, north of
NE 22nd Avenue, at milepost 2.

Regatta Grounds
Park

The park, a favorite play area
for children and fishermen, is
most easily accessed by driving
east from Highway 101 on NE
14th Street and is open at all
times. The nature trail, which
starts at the north end of the
park, is 1⁄2 mile long on a natu-
ral surface through old growth
forest. It is moderately difficult,
but the trail yields abundant bird
life and one 400-year-old Sitka
Spruce tree which is more than
200 feet tall and 35 feet around
at its base. The tree is a grand-
father tree, left to produce
saplings.

Spring Lake Trail
Just yards west of Regatta

Grounds, on the north side of NE
14th Street, is Spring Lake Trail.
The trail is 2.5 miles long through
a wooded area surrounding Spring
Lake. The terrain  is moderately
difficult and open at all times.

West Devils Lake
State Park

This moderately difficult natural
surface trail is 1⁄2 mile long and
winds through wetlands and forest
areas. It is accessed by proceeding
east from Highway 101 at NE 6th
Avenue.

East Devils Lake
State Park

For most this is a fairly easy walk
of 1⁄2 mile through forestland with
abundant bird life and a view of
Devils Lake. The trail may be found
by proceeding east on East Devils
Lake Road at the Tanger Outlet
Center and around the southeast
corner of Devils Lake. Prominent
signage will direct you to the Park.
The trail is open at all times.

Cutler City Nature
Trail

Proceed south on Highway 101 
to the very south end of Lincoln
City. Turn west at Lumberman’s,
and the trailhead is about 1 block
west. It is a natural surface
through a woodland area, moder-
ately difficult, and approximately 
1 mile long.

HIKING ADVENTURES
Drift Creek Falls
Trail

The best access is by turning
east onto Drift Creek Road, about
1⁄4  mile south of the Lincoln City
city limit, which ends just south
of Lumberman’s. Follow Drift
Creek Road for 1⁄4 mile; turn left
on Forest Road 17 (not Anderson
Creek Road) and proceed approx-
imately 10 miles to the trailhead.
The road is single lane, so drive
with care. This is a day use area
requiring purchase of a daily
vehicle fee, but the parking lot is
paved and will accommodate RVs
and buses. The distance from the
trailhead to the 240-foot suspen-
sion bridge is 1.25 miles, and the
bridge to the river’s edge is 1⁄4
mile. A stunning 75-foot waterfall
can be seen from the bridge.
Parts of this trail have a 12%
grade that is considered difficult.

Siuslaw National
Forest

Additional trails can be found in
the Siuslaw National Forest near
Hebo, north of Lincoln City. They
include the Hebo Lake Trail, the
Pioneer Indian Trail, and the
Niagara Falls Trail. The Hebo
Lake Trail is off Highway 22 five
miles east of Hebo on Forest
Road 14. The forest terrain is
good for a family walk. The
eight-mile Pioneer Indian Trail
reaches an elevation of 3,174
feet and is considerably more
challenging. The Niagara Falls
Trail may be found  near Beaver,
OR, about four miles north of
Hebo. For more information on
the Siuslaw National Forest trails,
contact the Hebo Ranger Station
at 503-392-3161.

LINCOLN CITY’S
For More 
Information

U.S. Forest Service
Hebo Ranger District Office
Hebo, OR 97122
503-392-3161
(For Hebo trails and Cascade Head
trails)

Oregon State Parks and
Recreation
525 Trade St. SE
Salem, OR 97310
503-378-5012
800-452-5687
www.oregonstateparks.org
(For West Devils Lake State Park,
East Devils Lake State Park, and
Drift Creek Falls) 

Friends of the Wildwoods and
Trails, Inc.
PO Box 1177
Lincoln City, OR 97367
Working to preserve woodlands,
build trails, and support parks in
the Lincoln City area.
(For Friends of the Wildwood Trail,
Spring Lake Trail, Cutler City
Nature Trail)

Lincoln City Parks & Recreation
Lincoln City Community Center
2150 NE Oar Place
Lincoln City, OR 97367
541-994-2131
www.lincolncity.org
(For Regatta Grounds)


